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Basics of Sustainability

While every community has a different interpretation of 

sustainabilityé. 

For HUD, sustainability means tying the quality and location of 

housing to broader opportunities, like access to good jobs, quality 

schools, and safe streets. It means helping communities that face 

common problems start sharing solutions. It means being a partner 

to sustainable development, not a barrier.

~ Secretary Shaun Donovan



The Partnership Livability Principles

Provide more transportation choices

Expand location- and energy-efficient housing choices

Improve economic competitiveness of neighborhoods by giving people 
reliable access to employment centers, educational opportunities, and other 
basic services.

Target Federal funding toward existing communities ðthrough transit-
oriented development and place-based policies 

Align federal policies and funding to remove barriers to collaboration, 
leverage funding and increase the effectiveness of existing programs.

Enhance the unique characteristics of all communities, whether rural, 
suburban or urban.



Quick Overview of Grant Programs

·Community Challenge and TIGER II Planning Grants
Posted June 21, 2010

·Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grants
Posted June 24, 2010

Frequently Asked Questions

Agenda



Sustainable Communities Regional 

Planning Grant Program



Overview Information
· Purpose of the program: 

· support metropolitan and multijurisdictional planning efforts that integrate 
housing, land use, economic and workforce development, transportation, 
infrastructure plans 

· empower jurisdictions to consider the interdependent challenges of economic 
growth and revitalization, social equity, access to opportunity, public health, and 
environmental impact simultaneously

· Available Funds:  

· Approximately $100 million of which $2 million will be for a capacity building 
grant program

· $25 million of the funding committed to regions with a population of less than 
500,000. 

· Period of Performance:  up to 36 months

· Type of Award:  Cooperative Agreement

· Funding Categories:

· Category 1 ðRegional Plans for Sustainable Development

· Category 2 ðDetailed Execution Plans and Programs



Livability Sustainable Communities

· A measure of integration of the 

housing, transportation, environmental, 

and employment amenities accessible 

to residents. 

· A livable community is one with 

multiple modes of transportation, 

different types of housing, destinations 

located within an easy distance (20 

minutes by transit, 15 minutes by bike 

or foot, 10 min by car) of homes.

· Urban, suburban, and rural places that 

successfully integrate housing, land 

use, economic and workforce 

development, transportation and 

infrastructure investments in a manner 

that empowers jurisdictions to 

consider the interdependent 

challenges of 1) economic 

competitiveness and revitalization; 2) 

social equity, inclusion and access to 

opportunity; 3) energy use and climate 

change; and, 4) public health and 

environmental impact.

Defining the Terms


